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MEDIA RELEASE

DATE: 10 APRIL 2018

SA TO CELEBRATE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DAY IN LIMPOPO

The Department of Trade and Industry (the dti), in partnership with the Companies and
Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC), National Intellectual Property Management
Office (NIPMO), Limpopo Economic Development Agency, Technology Innovation
Agency, Africa Bio, University of Limpopo, University of Venda and the Limpopo Premier’'s
Office will celebrate the World Intellectual Property Day in Bolivia Lodge, Polokwane,
Limpopo from 24-26 April 2018.

The Intellectual Property (IP) Day will be celebrated under the theme Powering Change:
Women in Innovation and Creativity. The Commissioner of CIPC, Advocate Rory Voller

will give an opening address at the celebration.

According to the Minister of Trade and Industry, Dr Rob Davies, the objective of the World
Intellectual Property Day (WIPD) celebration, is to recognise human creativity and
acknowledge the socio-economic importance of intellectual property.

“Intellectual Property has been fundamental to South Africa's economic growth, and even
more so, as we build a future economy that is driven by knowledge and innovation. We
have spent the past decade building a robust ecosystem in which businesses can use IP

to create value from their technology, brands and content. The celebration is also aimed
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at promoting the protection of intellectual property and creating awareness about

intellectual property rights," says Davies

The celebration is targeted at the general public, youth, women, small and medium
businesses, government departments involved in the field of IP and the creative industry.
It offers us an opportunity to highlight the work that is done by government with regards to
IP.

The celebration will include exhibitions by the dti, National Intellectual Property
Management Office, Technology Innovation Agency, Limpopo Economic Development
Agency, the Limpopo Office of the Premier, University of Limpopo as well as creators and

innovators in Limpopo.

The Intellectual Property Day is an annual event that is celebrated worldwide and this year
will mark the 18th celebration of the day.

Enquiries:

Mr Sidwell Medupe-Departmental Spokesperson
Tel: (012) 394 1650

Mobile: 079 492 1774

E-mail: MSMedupe@thedti.gov.za

Issued by: The Department of Trade and Industry

Follow us on Twitter: @the_dti

Or

Mr Tshiamo Zebediela

Companies and Intellectual Property Commission (CIPC)
Tel: (012) 394 3345

Mobile: 084 306 8413

e-mail: TZebediela@cipc.co.za
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